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The sheltered bay’s expansive sandy-mudflat is one of a kind in the

city and acts as an important nursery ground for Chinese horseshoe
crabs whose population is going down in Hong Kong. And its small
estuary provides shelter for juvenile fishes including sea breams,
mullets and snappers.
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These coastal waters are key to the survival of Chinese white dolphins
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which are dwindling in numbers. This is where the cetaceans now
mainly hunt for food and socialise after being driven away by large-
scale infrastructures and heavy marine traffic near their former core
habitats in North Lantau waters.
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Established in 1996, Hoi Ha Wan is one of Hong Kong’s first marine
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parks. Here you can find 64 out of the 84 stony coral species
recorded in the territory. More than 120 species of reef fish shimmer
above a multi-coloured carpet of stony corals, black corals and
sponges.
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The city’s largest coastal coral garden houses stony corals from 65

species - including the rare Barabattoia amicorum and Goniastrea
favulus, high coverage of zooxanthellate soft coral Sansibia sp., and
shoals of reef fishes from 130 species.

(U L T V. B

(FRTERANAMEwEMN—&2 - 8@ .~ - .

AEirEmEm/) o R KEEE 200K © =) .
SKEMEY) - BREREINERHEREEEE pe i
FERANMERHER  LRABEAE e
i S SEEETR - - © Billy Kian
Part of the city's largest intertidal mudflat, this hotspot supports high

diversity of species. More than 200 species of waterbirds and

wetland-dependent wildlife are found here. The globally endangered
Black-faced Spoonbill share the shoreline with the city's largest
population of Asian and mangrove horseshoe crabs, and the city's
largest area of Ocean Turf Grass.
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Ninepin Islands boasts one of the city’s largest communities of soft
corals and gorgonians, reaching as deep as 3om. Divers will
encounter scores of species including the rare Christmas tree coral
(Studeriotes sp.).
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Under the waves at this site is one of the city’s

largest communities of soft corals, gorgonians

and black corals. At least 51 out of 73 species of those corals can be
found here, and that includes all six species of black corals recorded
in Hong Kong.
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Largest in Hong Kong, the two-hectare bed of Japanese eelgrass

provides food and shelter for a spectrum of sea life including
juvenile fishes, gastropods and sea urchins.
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The site’s mudflats are where adult horseshoe crabs come ashore to

breed and where juveniles live until they are strong enough to move
offshore.
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This bay on Lamma Island is the only place in Hong Kong where
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endangered green turtles have laid their eggs in recent years.
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What makes a marine ecological hotspot?
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Marine ecological hotspots are areas housing representative, rare or
threatened species and habitats that merit conservation and
scientific research.

Working in tandem with more than 30 experts, WWF has identified
31 marine ecological hotspots across Hong Kong waters based on
best available information and six globally recognized scientific
criteria for identifying Ecologically or Biologically

Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs).

Find the six selection criteria on the two sides of
this page.
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Why are these hotspots important?
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Protecting these hotspots brings benefits aplenty for people and wildlife:

1. Support holistic management of marine resources.

2. Promote sustainable uses of natural resources including fisheries
and eco-tourism to generate wealth and sustain livelihoods.

3. Provide refuge for rare or threatened species to thrive and
depleted fisheries to recover.

4. Build the marine ecosystems’ resilience against natural disasters
and climate change.
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Present and committed marine protected areas (MPAs) cover only
less than 6 per cent of our seas, a far cry from Convention on
Biological Diversity’s Aichi Target of at least 10 per cent.

WWF’s next step is to identify hotspots that require priority
protection and management, and to recommend various degrees of

conservation measures including no-take zones in MPAs.

Together, we can turn marine ecological hotspots into “hopespots”.
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Growing less than 1cm every year, some stony corals here took over
a century to reach their current size. If damaged, it will take eons to

recover to its former glory.
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These waters are blessed with a colourful explosion of wonderful sea

life. There are more than 75 species of reef fish, 15 species of soft coral,
25 species of gorgonian, 6 species of black coral and 3 species of tern.

B Naturalness N
fl % Example

#H Cape D’Aguilar

B 1996 FHRIECREIRBFIRER - SRS » RARESE -
HIREENEBZBEVREER - TERERBETEEANSE
ERET - RULARIREBETEIE -

This site was designated as a Marine Reserve for conservation,

science and education since 1996. To protect its important sea life
and habitats, all recreation and fishing activities are banned, helping
to keep the site near pristine.





